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The appendix, “Rules for the Guidance of Authors and Translators,” pre-
pared by Raymond A. Preston, is a commendable addition to the book.

University of California, Los Angeles Davip K. Byork

WAR AND HUMAN PROGRESS: AN ESSAY ON THE RISE OF INDUS-
TRIAL CIVILIZATION. By John U. Nef. (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press. 1950. Pp. ix, 464. $6.50.)

THirs is in many respects perhaps the most important book that has been pub-
lished recently. Its intellectual integrity, its humane pathos, its analytical force
are exceptional. The title gives only an inadequate indication of its contents: it
is at the same time an economic, technological, and cultural history of the rise of
industrial civilization. This history is focused on the interconnection between war
and industrial and technological progress—a single-mindedness of purpose which
breaks through the well-established framework of traditional historiography and
opens new insights into the period. This reviewer is not competent to judge the
details of Nef’s economic and technological analysis and will therefore confine
himself to the main thesis of the book and to certain aspects of its development.
The limitation of this review is not meant to convey the impression that Nef
discusses on the level of generalities, for the value of the book lies to a great
extent in the detailed historical analysis, in the wealth of material from economic,
social, and military history which supports the argument.

The book is divided into three parts: the “New Warfare and the Genesis of
Industrialism” (ca. 1494 to 1640); “Limited Warfare and Humane Civilization”
(ca. 1640 to 1740); “Industrialism and Total War” (ca. 1740 to 1950). Nef de-
scribes the military strategy and objectives characteristic for each period and
analyzes their connection with the prevailing stage of the industrial and intel-
lectual development. The tripartite division of the book indicates the principal
argument: during the period ending around 1494, the progress of technology
and science had led to the basic discoveries and inventions which made a wide-
spread use of firearms possible. Together with the economic progress in material
wealth, this created the basis for the large and violent wars of the sixteenth and
of the first half of the seventeenth century. They were followed by a period of
restraints on warfare, during which European civilization developed its most
humane and promising traits. The Enlightenment and the French Revolution
marked the turning point and the beginning of the third period: the same im-
petus that shattered absolutism, liberated the “common man,” and extended the
societal wealth to hitherto outcast groups of the population also unleashed the
forces which generated total war and a new barbarism. No longer guided by
the humane and transcendental values of Christian civilization, technological
rationality led to the subordination of man to the ever-growing industrial appa-
ratus, to mass manipulation and mechanization, and to the violent escape from
economic, psychological, and emotional suffocation caused by this development.



